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And the Word was made Flesh and dwelt 
among us. And we saw His glory--glory 
of the only-begotten of the Father--full of 
grace and truth... And of His fulness we have 
all received, grace for grace (John 1:14, 16). 





(;ifts.. 


ADVENT IS A TIME OF PREPARATION and 
longing for Christmas. When we really “catch” the 
Christmas spirit, there is no restraining our desire to 
find just the right gift for each of our loved ones. No 
amount of inconvenience or unseasonable weather can 
dampen our joyful anticipation of what is perhaps 
the most heart-warming feast of the Church year. 


In view of such an aurora of joy at the end of 
Advent, it may seem incongruous to speak of penance 
as the proper preparation for Christmas. The very 
thought of penance is depressing—so out of keeping 
with the expansive spirit of geniality that characterizes 
Christmas. Yet penance is the theme of Advent in 
the mind of Mother Church when she silences the 
organ at Holy Mass and vests her priests in somber 
purple. 


In order to understand the place of penance in 
our preparation for Christmas, we must first examine 
our understanding of what Christmas itself really 
means. Christmas is a time of giving—or better, of 
exchanging gifts. But what kind of gifts? Surely true 
Christmas joy is not dependent on the exchange of just 
the right tie for just the right scarf, nor does it hang in 
the balance between a box of handkerchiefs and a box 
of candy. Joy at Christmas or at any time of the year 
depends on love. Without love, the most costly gift 
means nothing. But love with only the smallest token 
as its outward expression fufills the first purpose of 
Christmas: it unites two hearts as one. 
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Exchange of love for love is the real meaning of Christmas, 
and the union of our heart with God’s is its primary purpose. 
It was God’s love that prompted Him to send His only-begotten 
Son into the world. Humanity’s answering love was given in 
Mary’s “fiat.” 

And He came—not only to Mary but to all mankind—the 
Redeemer, longed for, looked for and so long expected by the 
Jewish nation. Then why was it that so few recognized Him? 
Was it not because most of them looked for a redeemer who 
would fulfil their temporal hopes? They would have received a 
mighty warrior who would have slaughtered all their enemies, 
dividing the spoils with them alone. To such a Messias they 
would readily have given their allegiance. But Jesus came as a 
little child, offering to all men the rich treasures of heaven, asking 
in return the loyalty of their faith, the fealty of their love. And 
so they passed Him by. 


Mary was prepared to receive whatever God chose to send 
her because she looked more to the love of the Giver and longed 
more to give Him whatever He asked of her. And so she was 
privileged to kneel beside the most lovely and lovable of infants— 
and, adoring Him as her divine Redeemer, to receive from Him 
the infinite blessing of God’s love. 


Jesus comes to us again at Christmas in the Sacrament of 
His love, the Holy Eucharist. At the beginning of Advent He 
knows what special gifts of grace and blessing He will bring with 
Him then to unite our hearts more closely to His. He has, in His 
goodness, arranged the details of our lives in the three short weeks 
of Advent so as to provide us with all the opportunities we need 
to prepare for our Christmas “exchange” of hearts. But if we 
prepare and long only for those benefits which we have decided 
are due to us—everything we want and in just the way we want 
it—then we may find ourselves kneeling beside a crib filled with 
nothing but straw. 


That is why penance is the only real preparation for Christ- 
mas. By penance we set our heart’s desires, our love, in order. 
In the past we have committed sins or have given way to our 
weaknesses and imperfections. We have been unfaithful to Our 
Lord by preferring our own will to His will. And now we are 
sorry. We want to make up for these past failings and cleanse 
our hearts of all their remnants. Penance does just that. It 
really aims at the destruction of past sins truly repented as 
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offenses against God, and strengthens the resolve never to fail 
again. 

And so, on the negative side, we give up pleasures which 
have a sham appearance of Christmas gaiety but which distract 
us from the true purpose of our gift of love. We restrain energies 
too often misguided into activities which fill up our time but not 
a single moment of which merits for eternity. We mortify senses 
which we may have over-indulged in the past. The negative 
aspect of penance thus clears the way to the positive practices. 

The positive side of penance is simply a seeking for ways to 
love God all along the way: watching for those opportunities to 
practice virtue which God Himself is providing, turning our 
thoughts in on His inspirations and whisperings of love by fre- 
quent visits to the Tabernacle—even if only in spirit; turning all 
the negative side of penance into positive proofs of love by giving 
those pleasures and activities, those mortifications to Him instead 
of just giving them up. 

But the best way to love God more each day is to renew our 
little offerings of self-denial every morning at Holy Mass and to 
refresh the fervor of our love in daily Holy Communion. 

Is penance depressing? It could be—without love. But put 
love where there seems to be no love and you will reap love. 
And you will know the peace promised by the angels to the shep- 
herds on that first Christmas night when they sang “Glory to God 
in the highest and peace on earth to men of good will.” Christmas 
then is a peace that rests on the security of God’s love and a joy 
that flows from the gift most pleasing to God—the return of our 
love to Him. 


God so loved the world as to give 





His only-begotten Son. 
ares a 7ER John 3:16 
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PREPARE 


THE MAIN POINTS of the Christian 
way of life are outlined for us by St. Paul in 
the Epistle read for the first Sunday of Advent. 
St. Paul recommends two things; a turning 
away from sin, and the sincere imitation of 
Christ. Listen to his own incisive words: 
“Brethren,” he says, “it is now the hour to rise 
from sleep. Lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light. Put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ!” (Rom. 13:14). 


If we are in earnest in serving God, if we 
wish to make this new Church Year a success 
for eternity; if we hope to celebrate a Christmas 
rich with spiritual peace and joy, then we 
should heed St. Paul’s stirring challenge to rise 
from thé sleep of sin. Perhaps the great barrier 
to real and lasting Christmas joy in the case of 
most Catholics is not the “works of darkness”, 
the crimes of the pagan world around us, but 
rather the wrong attitude towards venial sin, 
the sleep of indifference and tepidity into 
which many have fallen. A short consideration 
will show how detrimental venial sin is in the 
life of an otherwise good Catholic. It is a spir- 
itual blight that spoils the harvest of good 
works, and keeps one from enjoying the full 
measure of that peace on earth promised by the 
angels to men of good will. 

In the first place, what do we mean by 
“venial sin”? By venial sin we do not mean a 
mere human weakness, a latent disposition to 
anger, dishonesty or melancholy and the like. 
These may be dangerous natural leanings 
which bear watching, but they are not sins in 
themselves. 


the 
way 
of 

the 
LORD 
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By venial sin we mean a deliberate transgression of God’s 
law in a minor detail, or in a serious matter when there is not full 
reflection and comprehension of the gravity of the act, or full 
consent. Such may be deliberate sins of anger, lying, or unchar- 
itableness in thought or word or deed. 

Although we are well aware that next to mortal sin, venial 
sin is the greatest evil in the world, we still find Catholics, even 
religious, who make light of venial sin and treat it as a mere trifle. 
How are we to explain this strange mental blindness? One reason, 
perhaps, is because we are too well acquainted with what is in- 
finitely worse, namely, mortal sin. Compared to the thefts, 
robberies, murders and sinful excesses reported in the daily press, 
our venial offenses not merely appear but really are small and 
trivial. As the sun with its glaring light completely eclipses the 
light of the stars, so the vastly greater evil of mortal sin is in 
danger of wholly eclipsing in our eyes the real and deplorable evil 
of venial sin. 

Another reason why we fail to see the malice of venial sin 
may be because God no longer punishes it with the same severity 
as He did in the Old Law. In the Old Law, God often exacted 
swift and terrible punishment for apparently light transgressions. 
Thus, Moses was debarred from entering the Promised Land 
because he hesitated and struck the rock twice instead of 
once to bring forth water as God had told him to do. He showed 
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in this a momentary lack of confidence in God’s mercy. His sister 
Miriam was stricken with leprosy from head to foot because she 
murmured against her brother. Fifty thousand Bethsamites 
were slain for an apparent slight irreverence shown to the Ark of 
the Covenant. David’s vanity in counting his soldiers cost him 
seventy thousand of his best fighting men by pestilence. 

God’s justice has not really changed, even though He no 
longer punishes venial sin so severely in the New Law of love. 
His justice must demand adequate satisfaction for sin, but He 
accepts the infinite atonement of His Divine Son, which is con- 
tinually presented to Him on the altar, and doubtless this is one 
of the chief reasons that He is more lenient in the present dis- 
pensation. But we must remember, it is pure folly to store up 
fuel for the fires of purgatory, for if we commit venial sins with 
little regard to them, that is just what we are doing. 

What does Faith teach us about the malice of venial sin? 
What is venial sin in the eyes of God? Let us go to our Immacu- 
late Mother, whose pure soul was never darkened by the least sin, 
and ask her to obtain for us the grace of a correct and delicate 
conscience in order to appraise venial sin at its real worth. 

Faith tells us that the malice of venial sin derives from its 
being an offense given to an Infinite Being. It is a rebellion 
against a Divine Lawgiver. It is base ingratitude to a loving 
Father, and to the best of friends. Therefore, it cannot be small. 
In fact, venial sin does not mean “small.” It means “pardonable,” 
because venial sin can be more readily forgiven than mortal sin. 
But it is nothing trifling. 

Theologians tell us that no created being can make adequate 
satisfaction for the least venial sin. Thus, all the sufferings of 
martyrs, all the penances of hermits in the desert, yes, all the 
dolors of our Sorrowful Mother would not give adequate satis- 
faction for the least sinful thought. It is offense to an Infinite 
Being, and only a Divine Person can make satisfaction. That 
certainly should make us think. That is why the Son of God 
became Incarnate. 

Again we know there can be no 
justification for a venial sin. We are 
never allowed to do evil that good 
might come of it. Listen to what 
Cardinal Newman says on this point: 
“The Church holds that it were better 
for the sun and moon to drop from 
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heaven, for the earth to fail, and for all 
the millions who are on it to die of star- 
vation in extremest agony (as far as 
temporal affliction goes) than that one 
soul should commit a venial sin.” While Catholics admit this, 
in theory, how many live up to it in practice? 

If we judge a tree by its fruits, we must conclude that venial 
sin is a great evil. The most deadly effect of venial sin is that it 
leads to mortal sin, because venial sin weakens our moral resist- 
ance. It diminishes our horror of sin in general and makes us 
careless and reckless. It deprives us of many graces. It dis- 
figures the soul. It increases self-love, and obscures the Face of 
God just as clouds tend to obscure the light of the sun. It throws 
the ashes of self-love on the dying embers of God’s love, and as 
the love of God grows weak in our soul, the love of the world and 
sensuality increases. In this weakened condition the soul can 
easily be led into mortal sin. 

Then venial sin leads to that dangerous condition of soul 
known as tepidity or lukewarmness, so repulsive in the eyes of 
God that He says, “I would that you were either hot or cold, but 
since you are neither hot nor cold but lukewarm, I shall begin to 
vomit you out of my mouth!” Lukewarmness is that malignant 
disease, that spiritual cancer that eats away the marrow of the 
soul. It is that most dangerous of all conditions in which one 
feels nothing, sees nothing, and lives on from day to day 
thoroughly satisfied with one’s self, without repentance, without 
sorrow. Of such a soul the Lord speaks the warning words: “I 
know that thou hast the name of being alive, and thou art dead” 
(Apoc. 3:1). 7 

During this holy season of Advent let us meditate upon the 
malice of venial sin and ask our Immaculate Mother to obtain 
the grace for us to rise from the sleep of tepidity and to follow 
her courageously in the practice of the virtues that will make us. 
acceptable to the Infant Jesus. Let us truly “put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ!” 
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blessed 
are they 
who 
keep 

my ways 





OTHER CHURCH uses an excellent psychological tech- 
nique in celebrating the feast of the Immaculate Conception 
during Advent, when we are preparing our hearts by prayer and 
penance for the Divine Babe of Bethlehem. By so doing she is 
placing Mary before us as our model of virtue, the “Mirror of 
Justice” who is a perfect guide to perfection and holiness because 
she not only exemplifies all virtue in herself, but is our “Mother” 
and therefore our.perfect teacher. She is telling us that just as 
Jesus came to us through Mary, so our surest way to Him is 
through Mary. 


The Blessed Trinity prepared with infinite care the “Temple 
of Gold” that was to enshrine the Word-made-flesh for nine 
months during the advent of His expected birth into this world. 
By her Immaculate Conception in the womb of her mother, Mary 


234 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 





was kept from all taint of original sin and from every tendency to 
actual sin, and was adorned with every grace and perfection. The 
angel addressed her in the mystery of the Annunciation as “full 
of grace.” All was light and beauty in her soul. 


In the Introit verse of the liturgical feast we hear Mary’s 
voice as she adoringly exults in this divine election of her by God. 
“T will greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my soul shall be joyful in 
my God: for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
and with the robe of justice He hath covered me, as a bride 
adorned with her jewels” (Isa. 61). “I will extol Thee, O Lord, 
for Thou hast upheld me, and hath not made my enemies to re- 
joice over me!” (Ps. 144.) In the Gradual we chant those other 
glorious words said of Mary: “Tota pulchra es, Maria... Thou 
art all beautiful, O Mary, and in thee there is no stain of original 
sin.” 


Today our materialistic world has a false concept of beauty. 
Particularly has it corrupted the idea of beauty as regards women, 
where physical beauty alone has been set up as a standard, while 
beauty of soul is ignored. 


St. Thomas defines beauty as that which pleases when seen. 
He further explains that this must have three necessary character- 
istics: integrity, which means completeness or wholeness; propor- 
tion, which means balance or co-ordination; and: clarity, which 
means the brilliance or splendor of form. 


If we apply these characteristics to the Blessed Mother of 
God we find that she is beautiful in the truest sense of the word. 
Her integrity was assured by her Immaculate Conception and 
proclaimed when the angel saluted her as “full of grace.” Never 
for even an instant was she ever wounded by the weapons of 
Satan. She was always without sin. Her spotless purity re- 
mained ever intact. 


Her life was perfectly proportioned. She gave of herself— 
first of all to God, then to Jesus and Joseph, and finally to all. 
Never did she seek her own interests. Her life was balanced and 
co-ordinated, because she lived her answer to the angel, “Be it 
done to me according to thy word,” even to her “fiat” of Calvary 
and to all the “fiats” that made up her life to its very end. 


The third characteristic, clarity, is an automatic result of the 
first two. If there is integrity and proportion, the beauty of 
form will shine through. This is exemplified perfectly in Mary. 
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Her life of truth—integrity and proportion—produced real 
beauty, the love that shone through every mystery and action of 
her life. Every true artist who has pictured her has caught this 
beauty of form, which shone out from her like the light from the 
sun. 


During Advent, Mother Church urges us to take Mary as 
our model in our spiritual preparation for Christmas. She wants 
us to imitate Mary, and imitating her means imitating her charac- 
teristics—her faith, her purity, her humility, her love, her giving 
of self, her prayer, her recollected and modest bearing. Imitating 
Mary means that our lives, like hers, must be integral. Sin must 
be avoided and grace stored up in our souls. Grace makes us 
integral, complete and whole as God planned our nature. Sin 
makes us incomplete; it destroys the goodness that makes us 
like God. 


Imitating Mary means that our lives must be proportioned. 
We must not be so engrossed in worldly affairs that we have no 
time for God and the things of God. We must not give exag- 
gerated attention to the things of this life; otherwise our lives will 
be unbalanced and disorganized. But with integrity and pro- 
portion in our lives, there will be real beauty. Others will see in 
us strength of character, purity and holiness. 


God made Mary perfect—one of His greatest masterpieces. 
The integrity and the proportion of her life and the brilliance of 
her unselfish love make her a perfect unchangeable standard in 
this world of ever-changing standards. We praise her, love her 
and honor her because she is blessed among women and truly 
beautiful. We ask her (in the words of the prayer composed by 
the late Pope Pius XII) to convert the wicked, dry the tears of 
the afflicted and oppressed, to comfort the poor and humble, to 
quench hatreds, to sweeten harshness, to safeguard the flower of 
purity in youth, to protect the whole Church and to make all men 
feel the attraction of Christian goodness. 


Mary herself encourages us to imitate her and to call upon 
her, in the words which the Church places on her lips in the 
Epistle for the feast of the Immaculate Conception: “Now, there- 
fore, ye children, hear me: Blessed are they that keep my ways. 
Hear instruction and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is the 
man that hears me, and that watches daily at my gates, and 
waits at the posts of my doors. He that shall find me shall find 
life, and shall have salvation from the Lord.” 
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COME 


THE PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL in the Old 
Testament waited for 
the coming of the Lord 
who would free them 
from slavery and lead 
them into an era of 
blessed prosperity. In 
the words of the 
prophets they admitted 
their guilt and pleaded 
for forgiveness and re- 
newal. We of the New 
Testament during this 
Advent time are 
equally conscious of 
the coming of the Lord. 
His coming this time is 
a coming in grace. We, 
too, aware of our guilt, 
of the stifling self-love 
that so often cramps 
what we have to offer 
God, long for this com- 
ing of Our _ Savior, 
whose grace and mercy 
will set us free from 
our petty slaveries to 
self-will. Gazing at His 
tiny image in_ the 
Christmas crib, we will 
think of all that His 
historical coming and 
His earthly life in 
Palestine have meant. 
Receiving Him in the 
Sacrament which pro- 
longs His_ presence 
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among us, we will look forward to His 
final coming as the Lord of the world and 
Ruler of men and time. 

There is a particular appropriateness 
in thinking often and praying often for 
the poor souls during Advent. In life, 
they were familiar with Christ’s historical 
coming: the Gospels, the Mass texts, ser- 
mons, spiritual reading, had acquainted 
them with the meaning and importance of 
Christ’s life among men. In life, they 
benefited by His coming in grace time and 
time again, through the Mass, the sacra- 
ments, prayer. At death they individually 
experienced a new coming, His coming in 
judgment. Now in purgatory they wait 
with a longing whose intensity we cannot 
as yet fathom for the hour which will 
unite them to Him forever perfectly and 
completely. Now they realize what the all 
too frequent choice of self instead of God 
has done to them. Now they understand 
that slavery to things other than Him must 
be repaired. And now, we who loved them 
in life can go on loving them deeply and 
truly, never forgetting them in our 
prayers, aiding them by our remembrance 
to pay their last debts. With the great 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” of Advent on our lips 
we can beg Him to come to these poor 
souls in all the fulness of His infinite 
election and love. 


LORD 
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He Died - 
Yet He Lives 





N DECEMBER 16, 1927, Father Lukas had risen as usual 
to say Mass for the community. He had made plans to 
drive to St. Joseph, Missouri, a distance of about fifty miles, to 
obtain two ornate sanctuary lamps which he wished to place be- 
side the altar in the adoration chapel. He conducted his class in 
religion for the girls of St. Joseph’s Academy at 8:30. Later the 
girls were brought up sharply by a rather startling remark which 
he had made in class that morning. The remark was not noticed 
particularly at the time, and in itself it was not startling, except 
in view of the sequel of events which followed so rapidly and 
tragically upon it. Among other things he said: 

“We must at all times be ready to die. We should not wish 
to live even a single day longer than God wills. Should death 
overtake us in an automobile, also then we should accept it with 
resignation to the will of God.” 

Eight hours later he lay dead at the side of the highway, the 
victim of an automobile accident.... Father Lukas was thrown 
from the car and was killed instantly. Mr. Enis, who was un- 
injured, recalled that as the cars collided, he heard Father Lukas 
cry out, “O Jesus, Jesus!” That was all. These were the words 
with which he bade farewell to a day that was far spent, and 
greeted an eternal day that was just dawning.... 

The above is an excerpt from FATHER LUKAS ETLIN, 
O.S.B., Apostle of the Eucharist, a brief but very interesting and 
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richly illustrated biography of this Servant of God. Yes, he died 
on December 16, 1927, yet he lives and continues to be what an 
illustrious Prince of the Church called him nearly forty years ago: 
The Fifteenth Helper-In-Need. The following are but a few of 
the many incidents reported every week to the Vice-Postulator of 
the Cause for his beatification: 


FLORIDA: I was turned down twice at the Social Security Office as I 

did not have enough quota to my credit for payment. I was 
greatly worried as I have been sick. I started prayers to Father Lukas 
for help of some kind, and one of my sisters advised me to try the Social 
Security Office again. Praying as usual to Father Lukas, I went to the 
Office. Nothing was promised me... (but) I received my first check from 
the Social Security on Tuesday morning.... I have received other favors 
also through my prayers to Father Lukas. 


OHIO: Many thanks to Father Lukas for an answer to my prayers. My 
son had been out of work for a year. After praying to Father 
Lukas for a short time he now has work. 


MISSOURI: I must give you $... for Father Lukas’ Cause, which I 

promised when we had a tornado a few weeksago. Stand- 
ing in the doorway, I saw the hail coming. Some hailstones were already 
falling on the other side of the road. Then I promised Father Lukas if 
he would preserve us from hail, I would donate that amount for his 
Cause. It stopped hailing almost immediately. A large tree at the rear 
of the house was torn out by the roots, but we did not even notice it at 
the time it happened, and the house suffered no damage. 


MASSACHUSETTS: About six months ago I wrote to you for prayers 

for the intercession of Father Lukas Etlin in behalf 
of N.N., that she might be spared to us. She has since worn constantly 
the souvenir of Father Lukas you sent for her, and I am happy to report 
her health is better than it has been for years. Everyone says it is 
miraculous that she is doing so well. 


NEW YORK: I promised publication if my prayers were heard for 

a good raise in salary for my son-in-law. They were 
heard, so I am enclosing an offering to be used for the beatification of 
Father Lukas. 


All who receive favors through the intercession of Father Lukas 
Etlin are kindly asked to report them to the Rev. Vice-Postulator. 
Orders for the biography (50¢ per copy) and for prayer leaflets, 
as well as contributions for the Cause, which are most gratefully 
accepted, are to be directed to him also. No doubt a number of 
your relatives or friends would appreciate this biography of 
Father Lukas Etlin as a Christmas gift. Address: 


FATHER LUKAS CAUSE 
% Rev. Vice-Postulator 
Conception Abbey 
Conception, Missouri 
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Dom Columba Marmion, 0.S.B. 


the GIVE and TAI 


THE COMING OF THE SON OF 
GOD upon earth is so great an event that 
God willed to prepare for it during cen- 
turies. He made rites and sacrifices, fig- 
ures and symbols, all converge towards 
Christ. He foretold Him, announced 
Him by the mouth of the prophets who 
succeeded one another from generation to 
generation. And now it is the very Son of 
God who comes to instruct us. - For 
Christ is not only born for the Jews of 
Judea who lived in His time. It is for us 
all, for all mankind, that He came down 
from heaven. He wills to distribute to 
every soul the grace that He merited by 
His Nativity. 

This is why the Church, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, appropriates to herself - 
in order to place them upon our lips and 
with them to fill our hearts - the longings 
of the patriarchs, the aspirations of the 
just of ancient times, and the desires of 


the Chosen People. She wills to prepare | 
us for Christ’s coming, as if this Nativity ' 
were about to be renewed before our eyes. } 





When she commemorates the coming 
of her Divine Bridegroom upon earth, she 
displays the splendor of her solemnities, 
and makes her altars brilliant with lights 
to celebrate the birth of the “Prince of 
Peace,” the “Sun of Justice,” who rises in 
the midst of our darkness to enlighten 
every man that cometh into this world. 
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She grants her priests the privi- 
lege, almost unique in the year, of 
thrice offering the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

These feasts are magnificent. 
They are likewise full of charm. 
The Church evokes the remem- 
brance of the angels singing in the 
sky the glory of the new-born 
Babe; of the shepherds who come 
to adore at the manger; of the 
Magi who hasten from the East to 
offer Him their adoration and 
rich presents. And yet, like every 
feast here below, this solemnity, 
even with the prolongation of its 
octave, is ephemeral: it passes by. 
Is it for the feast of a day, howso- 
ever splendid it may be, that the 
Church requires such a long prep- 
aration from us? Certainly not! 
Why then? Because she knows 
that the contemplation of this 
mystery contains a special grace 
for our souls. For each one of 
Christ’s mysteries constitutes not 
only a historical fact which takes 
place in time, but contains a grace 
proper to itself wherewith our 
souls are to be nourished so as to 
live thereby. 

Now what is the intimate 
grace of the Mystery of the Na- 


AKE of CHRIST-mas 


tivity? What is the grace for the 
reception of which the Church 
takes so much care to dispose us? 
What is the fruit that we ought to 
gather from the contemplation of 
the Christ Child? 

The Church herself indicates 
this at the first Mass, that of mid- 
night. After having offered the 
bread and wine which, in a few 
moments, are to be changed, by 
the consecration, into the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, she 
sums up her desires in this 
prayer: “Grant, O Lord, that the 
oblation which we offer in today’s 
festival may be acceptable to 
Thee, and, by Thy grace, through 
this most sacred and holy inter- 
course, may we be found like unto 
Him in whom our substance is 
united to Thee.” 

We ask to be partakers of that 
divinity to which our humanity is 
united. It is like an exchange. 
God, in becoming incarnate, takes 
our human nature and gives us in 
return a participation in His di- 
vine nature. 

This thought, so concise in its 
form, is more explicitly expressed 
in the Secret of the second Mass: 
“Grant, O Lord, that our offerings 
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may be conformed to the myster- 
ies of this day’s Nativity, that as 
He who is born as man is also God 
made manifest, so this earthly 
substance (which He unites to 
Himself) may confer upon us that 
which is divine.” 

To be made partakers of the 
Divinity to which our humanity 
was united in the Person of 
Christ, and to receive this Divine 
gift through this humanity it- 
self—such is the grace attached to 
the celebration of today’s mys- 
tery. 

Our offerings will be “con- 
formed to the mysteries of this 
day’s Nativity,” according to the 
words of the above Secret, if—by 
contemplation of the Divine work 


at Bethlehem and the reception of 
the Eucharistic Sacrament—we 
participate in the eternal life that 
Christ wills to communicate to us 
by His Humanity. 

“QO admirable exchange,” we 
shall sing on the octave day; “the 
Creator of the human race, taking 
upon Himself a body and a soul, 
has vouchsafed to be born of a 
Virgin, and appearing here below 
as man, has made us partakers of 
of His Divinity.” 

Let us reflect upon this won- 
derful exchange between the crea- 
ture and the Creator; between 
heaven and earth; an exchange 
upon which all the Mystery of the 
Nativity is based. 


(“Christ in His Mysteries,” ch. vii.) 


Another important stage was reached in the Cause of Beatification of the 





Servant of God, Dom Columba Marmion, O.S.B. (died January 30, 1923), when 
the Informative Process at Namur in Belgium was concluded on July 19th. 
This had for its purpose the gathering of declarations of witnesses for estab- 
lishing the reputation for sanctity and the heroic degree of virtue of the Ser- 
vant of God. The process “de non-cultu” will follow, and the next step will be 
the introduction of the Cause into the Sacred Congregation of Rites in Rome. 
Please remember the Cause in your prayers. 


Those who obtain favors through the intercession of Abbot Marmion are 
asked to notify Rev. Alcuin Deck, O.S.B., Vice Postulator in the U.S.A., 
Marmion Abbey, Aurora, Illinois. Prayer leaflets, book marks and picture 
cards may be obtained from the same address. 





SPIRITUAL VITAMIN 


O Jesus, take possession of our hearts this 
Christmas and make them live by Thy love. 
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A CHRISTMAS TREE seems to be almost an essential part 
of the family celebration of the feast of Our Lord’s Nativity. 
And it has its rightful place. There are several legends about its 
origin, but whatever this origin may be, it is an accepted 
American custom. It is rich m Catholic symbolism too. There is 
likewise a blessing that may be given to the Christmas tree. Just 
reading the meaningful prayers of this blessing gives a clearer in- 
sight into the place the Christmas tree has in the Christmas 
season. They are inspiring to say the least. 

Like most blessings, it begins with the priest’s humble affir- 
mation that he is but the instrument of God: Y. Our help is in the 
Name of the Lord. 8}. Who made heaven and earth! Then fol- 
lows Psalm 95, preceded by the Antiphon: Then shall all the trees 
of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for He is come! 
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Psalm 95 


Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all ye 
lands 

Sing to the Lord; bless His Name; announce His salva- 
tion day after day. 

Tell His glory among the nations; among ail people 
His wondrous deeds. 

For great is the Lord and highly to be praised; awe- 
some is He, beyond all gods. 

For all the gods of the nations are things of nought, 
but the Lord made the heavens. 

Splendor and Majesty go before Him; praise and gran- 
deur are in His sanctuary. 

Give to the Lord, you families of nations, give to the 
Lord glory and praise; give to the Lord the 
glory due His Name! 

Bring gifts and enter into His courts; worship the Lord 
in holy attire. 

Tremble before Him, all the earth; say among the na- 
tions; The Lord is King! 

He has made the world firm, not to be moved; 

He governs the people with equity. 

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the 
sea and what fills it resound; let the plains be 
joyful and all that is in them! 

Then shall all the trees of the forest exult before the 
Lord, for He comes! for He comes to rule 
the earth. 

He shall rule the world with justice; and the peoples 
with constancy. 


The Antiphon is repeated: Then shall all the trees of the forest 
sing for joy before the Lord, for He is come! 


A Lesson from Ezechiel (17:22-24) is next read: 


Thus saith the Lord God: I Myself will take the high cedar 
and will set it up; I will crop off a tender twig from the top of 
the branches thereof, and I will plant it on a mountain high and 
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eminent. On the high mountains of Israel will I plant it, and it 
shall shoot forth into branches, and shall bear fruit, and it shall 
become a great cedar: and all the birds shall dwell under it, and 
every fowl shall make its nest under the shadow of the branches 
thereof. And all the trees of the country shall know that I the 
Lord have brought down the high tree and have exalted the low 
tree; and have dried up the green tree, and have caused the dry 
tree to flourish. I the Lord have spoken and have done it! 


kv. Thanks be to God. 

VY. And there shall come forth a shoot. 
ly. Out of the root of Jesse. 

VY. In Him was Life. 

ky. And the Life was the Light of men. 
Y. O Lord, hear my prayer. 

ly. And let my cry come unto Thee. 
VY. The Lord be with you. 

ky. And with your spirit. 

Let us Pray 


Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Eternal God, who 
hast caused Thy Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ to be 
planted like a Tree of Life in Thy Church by being 
born of the most holy Virgin Mary, bless we beseech 
Thee this tree that all who see it may be filled with a 
holy desire to be ingrafted as living branches into the 
same Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 


Leaflets with this blessing are put out by the 
Benedictine Nuns of Regina Laudis, Bethlehem, 
Connecticut. As most priests are very busy at the 
Christmas season, it may not be possible to have your 
Christmas tree blessed in the real sense of the word, 
but it would be truly beautiful if the family would 
pray these prayers together before the Christmas Tree. 
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he is waiting... 


jORN FOR US ON EARTH, the Babe of Bethlehem was 

welcomed to our planet by angel choirs and simple shepherds 
in a midnight of long ago. Today this same Divine Savior, Gift 
of the Father’s love, is welcomed into the hearts of all who receive 
Him in His great gift of the Holy Eucharist. 


This Christmas He waits eagerly in His small Eucharistic 
Bethlehem in San Diego, California, for a permanent Chapel of 
Perpetual Adoration where He may receive a continual homage of 
love and adoration from greater numbers of devout souls, and 
from whence He will show forth ever-renewed miracles of His love 
and impart graces to souls everywhere. 


Because we are about to begin the actual construction of this 
permanent Chapel and Convent of Perpetual Adoration, we re- 
mind those who are aware of this project, and call to the attention 
of those who learn of it for the first time, that funds have a way 
of quickly diminishing when expended for material and labor. 
We hope, therefore, that love for the Divine Child of Bethlehem 
and gratitude for His continued sacramental Presence will inspire 
continued contributions to the Chapel fund. 


Jesus is waiting, as we are waiting, HOPEFULLY, for your 
testimony of faith and love and gratitude, which He most as- 
suredly will repay in a divine way. Give freely in honor of His 
poverty in Bethlehem, give generously like this loving soul who 
has sacrificed a little for Him and found herself repaid with special 
blessings: 


“T am enclosing a check which will help a little in the erec- 
tion of the Chapel of Perpetual Adoration. I am glad to give 
something to our dear Jesus for His shrine. I have been helped 
really wonderfully by our dear Lord since I started giving Him a 
certain percentage of my salary every month, and now whenever I 
make a little extra money, I intend to give Him the same percent- 
age.” (Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
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In all 

our prayer 
and work 
our readers 
are gratefully 
remembered. 








May Christ 
bless you 
with His 
peace this 
Christmas 
and always! 








exchanging 


Sifts 
with 
GOD 


TH AIR IS FULL OF CHRISTMAS. But the joy of this 

solemnity will mean little unless the Holy Infant be born 
in our hearts by love and grace. The Divine Child is not found in 
the lap of ambition, riches and comfort. He is found in the arms. 
of a poor and humble Virgin-Mother, and we must seek Him by 
humility, mortification and purity of life. These are the surest 
signs of finding Jesus. In the days preceding Christmas let us 
forsake the high road of sin and walk the path that leads straight 
to the Christ Child—the straight way of humility, poverty of 
spirit, self-denial and loving charity. Let the Mother of Jesus. 
who warmed Him with her heart’s total love help us to prepare 
our hearts for the spiritual birth of Jesus within us. Let us in- 
voke her powerful aid so that our confession and Holy Commun- 
ion at Christmas may be our love-gifts to Jesus who left heaven 
in order to dwell in us! 

“This day, in the City of David, a Savior has been born for 
you, the Lord Christ Himself! This is the sign by which you 
are to know Him: you will find the Child still in swaddling 
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clothes, lying in a manger.” We usually associate Christmas with 
music and gaiety and happiness. We attend Christmas Mass in 
a beautifully decorated church, the altar ablaze with light, the 
very air vibrating with Christmas carols, the silent figures in the 
crib looking so peaceful and happy. But for the Infant Jesus 
Christmas was the outpouring of infinite love upon ungrateful 
creatures at the cost of great personal sufferings. 

The cold stable told Him of the ungrateful and selfish hearts 
of men, frozen in sin, who had not room for their God and Savior. 
The manger, with its coarse straw and rough boards, pointed to 
the Cross of shame and suffering on which He would hang on 
Calvary, bleeding to death for sinners. The dark clouds of perse- 
cution that were already gathering over Bethlehem, fanned by the 
fury of a murderous tyrant, told Him of the storm of diabolical 
hatred that would break loose on Good Friday and bring His 
short earthly life to an end. 

But even in the darkness that surrounded His birth there 
were rays of consoling light, not only from the heavens and the 
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caroling angels, whom the shepherds heard singing “Glory to God 
in high heaven, and peace on earth to men that are God’s friends” 
(Knox’s translation), but also from man himself. In His Blessed 
Mother, St. Joseph, the simple shepherds and adoring Magi, 
Jesus could see the great number of faithful followers who, en- 
lightened by His grace and warmed by His love, would show their 
appreciation of God’s great Christmas Gift by a generous return 
of love. We belong to that favored class, and we must try during 
this holy season to make up by our own loving devotion for the 
coldness and neglect of others. 


The angels announced the reason for Our Lord’s coming into 
this world—to glorify God and to do good to mankind. This 
object should pervade our own lives, our work and daily duties 
as well as our spiritual efforts and religious practices. To give 
glory to God should be our chosen motto. And besides, we must 
work for peace, peace between ourselves and God through re- 
pentance and penance for our sins; peace with ourselves by sub- 
jecting the flesh to the Spirit of Love; peace with others through 
genuine charity. This peace is not promised to mere intellectual 
efforts nor to natural good works. It is given to “men of good 
will”—that is, to those who labor to trace in their own hearts the 
virtues of Jesus; particularly those He taught us at His birth, the 
most excelling of which and the one which really comprehends all 
others being LOVE. 

Love, divine and human, is expressed through the language 
of gifts. By our Christmas gifts within the family or among close 
friends, and to the poor, we are expressing love, and that means 
that we are giving something of ourselves. For the value of our 
gifts is not measured by their material worth, but by the love that 
prompts their giving and the heart which we put into the gift. It 
is the same with God’s love! When God Almighty sought a 
Christmas gift which would adequately express His infinite love 
for us, He chose to put His entire self into that Gift. Nothing 
else, He knew, could give us the faintest idea of His Divine Love. 
And so, He actually gave us Himself, for Jesus tells us, “The 
Father and I are one... He who sees Me, sees the Father 
also...” and “God so loved the world, that He gave His only- 
begotten Son!” 

At Christmas, when we feebly imitate God’s gift-giving in our 
limited human ways, we are made more than ever aware of the 
indestructibility of God’s Gift of Himself to us. His Gift is as 
perfect this Christmas as it was the first Christmas when dis- 
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Christ’s gifts: His Body and Blood, His abiding Presence. 


covered by the shepherds in the wrapping of swaddling clothes. 
It is a Gift to keep, a Gift that will last a lifetime on earth and an 
eternity in heaven. 

We cannot give God any gift that will match His Gift to us. 
Because He is God, however, He will understand and appreciate 
a gift remotely resembling His own generous Gift. As He has 
given us Himself, the only fitting Christmas gift we can give to 
God is the gift of ourselves. 

This Christmas, then, once again we shall show our love for 
the Infant Jesus, who is the Omnipotent God, by giving Him 
our entire lives. That gift makes a big package, including our 
minds and hearts, our souls. It is made up of our daily thoughts, 
desires, words and deeds. It is comprised of our work, family life 
and recreation, as well as our prayers. It must be such, because, 
when we exchange Christmas gifts with God, we dare not give 
merely something of ourselves. We must give all of ourselves, as 
He has given us His Complete Self. 
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This Christmas gift to God we may deliver throughout the 
year in our regular Morning Offering, our Holy Mass and Holy 
Communion, where we find God’s Gift to us enduring in all Its 
sweetness and freshness. Every day should be for us another 
Christmas Day, when we exchange the gift of our selves for the 
Gift of God. We shall realize more and more that our gift to God 
is as unequal to God’s Gift to us as human love is short of Divine 
Love. In fact, as happens with all our sincere gifts, we receive 
more than we give. And by exchange of this Gift in the Holy 
Eucharist we may hope that when the Advent of our life is over, 
we may meet our God, not as a Judge but as our Loving Savior! 


little lovers’ league 


[F SOMEONE WERE TO ASK YOU which is your favorite 

feast, perhaps you would all answer: CHRISTMAS! But what 
would you say if you were asked why? Would you have to ad- 
mit that it is because you receive so many nice presents on that 
day? No doubt that is one of the reasons why most people love 
Christmas. But surely our Eucharistic Knights and Handmaids 
have a much better reason, and that is, because it is Jesus’ 
Birthday. You remember that it was on this day Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem as a tiny baby, to become our Savior and to make 
us children of His Heavenly Father. 

You know it is because the Heavenly Father gave us His Son, 
Jesus, the most wonderful of all Gifts, that we give each other 
presents on Chistmas Day. During these weeks of Advent, you 
are planning the gifts you are going to give your parents, your 
brothers and sisters and friends; and you are also looking forward 
to the gifts you hope to receive from them. Maybe there is one 
gift in particular you are hoping to receive, and how disappointed 
you will be if you do not find it among your gifts on Christmas 
morning! Now, think of Jesus. He, too, is expecting a gift from 
each one of you, and He will be so disappointed if you do not give 
it to Him. And what can that gift be? Maybe the story about 
Mike will give you some idea. May you all have a most happy 
and blessed Christmas, and may the Infant Jesus find a loving 
welcome in the warm crib of each of your hearts! 


252 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


heppy 
birthday 








IKE COWAN was having the strangest dream of his whole life. 

And what was even stranger, he had been expecting just such a 
dream. Because right before he hopped into bed, he had asked his 
guardian angel for a special favor. All that day, Mike had been wonder- 
ing what he could do this year during Advent. His mother had told him 
once that he should never let an Advent slip by without making some 
special offering or sacrifice for the Christ Child—to show Him how grate- 
ful he was that Jesus left His heavenly throne and came down to save 
us from our sins. 

The last two Advents, Mike had given up candy. When someone 
gave him a piece, he put it right away in a special jar that said, “Mike— 
private.” And by the time Christmas came around, he had quite a jar 
full of candy saved. He knew Jesus was pleased with the sacrifice, but 
he didn’t feel that giving up candy was enough of a thank-you for all 
Jesus had done for him. But he couldn’t think of anything else to do... 
until suddenly he thought of asking his guardian angel to give him a bet- 
ter idea. And Mike had barely laid his head on his pillow when he heard 
a voice beside him. 

“Wake up, Mike, I’ve come in answer to your prayer.” And there 
was his guardian angel standing beside him—his wings glistening like 
silver stars. Of course, Mike was really only dreaming that his angel was 
there beside him, but it didn’t seem at all like a dream. “Instead of giv- 
ing you my own ideas about what you could do during Advent to please 
Jesus,” his angel was saying, “I’ve come to show you exactly what He 
most wants from you.” 

Mike jumped out of bed as naturally as if it had been his mother call- 
ing him up for morning Mass. “What are we going to see?” he asked as 
he slipped into his clothes. 

“I’m going to take you to the birthday party the guardian angels are 
giving Jesus. We won’t be able to attend it because I have no present to 
offer Him, but if we sit on a cloud nearby, we can see everything that 
happens.” 


DECEMBER — 1961 253 








* 


“A birthday party for Jesus?” Mike said slowly. Somehow he had 
never thought of Christmas as a special feastday for Jesus... 

“Yes. We call it a Reparation-Birthday party because each guardian 
angel offers Jesus, as a birthday gift, the very thing which his earthly 
charge refused to give Him during the Advent of the previous Christmas.” 


* 

“You mean you know what Jesus would like me to do for Him during 
this Advent?” 

His angel nodded. “Because we are heavenly spirits, God’s will is al- 
ways perfectly clear to our minds. But,” he winked, “we can’t ever tell 
what is going on in your minds. So even though I have known how to 
help you for the last three years, I was never sure you wanted help. 
That’s why I was so happy to hear you call on me tonight.” 


* 

“From now on,” Mike promised, “I'll call on you pretty often. I 
really want to be good. But I don’t always know what to do. And some- 
times,” he added, “I know what to do, but I don’t feel like doing it.” 

The angel smiled and squeezed Mike’s hand. “That’s when I’m the 
happiest to hear you call. If we work together, I think we can give Jesus 
a beautiful surprise this Christmas.” 


* 


“But you haven’t told me yet what it is Jesus wants of me,” Mike 
said as his angel guided him easily between the clouds and stars. Some- 
how it didn’t seem at all strange to Mike to be floating through space 
with his guardian angel and talking with him as naturally as if he were 
an old friend. 

“Jesus wants three things from every human being,” his angel ex- 
plained. “Because He is God He wants you to adore Him. Because He 
obeyed His heavenly Father perfectly while on earth, He wants you to 
obey Him, by obeying those who represent Him. And because He loves 
you and gave His life for you, He wants you to love Him with all 
your heart!” 

Just then they landed with a soft plump on a small grey-blue cloud. - 
A little above them and to his left, Mike saw a very large golden white 
cloud. Little stars hung in clustered sparkling decoration about it. It 
was so beautiful he could not turn his eyes away from it. 


* 

“That’s the cloud we’re going to have Jesus’ birthday party on later. 
Oh look, some of the angels are practicing right now.” Mike saw little 
groups of angels scurrying busily over the cloud. Some were hanging 
tinsel and stars along tiny puffs of cloud while others were rubbing tiny 
cloths over a golden throne until it was as golden shiny as the sun itself. 

“Look,” said Mike. “Some of the angels have black bands about 
their waists and others have purple ones. And oh, look at those angels 
with the beautiful, glittering ones. I like their bands best.” 

“So do the angels,” his angel smiled wistfully. 

“Why are there different kinds of bands?” Mike’s eyes followed the 
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gliding swift movement of the little cherubs. “And some are wearing 
none at all. Why is that?” His angel’s cheeks turned a rosy red, and 
Mike suddenly realized that his guardian angel wore no special mark. 
But just then a trumpet sounded, and all the angels on the big cloud 
scurried to their places. The party was about to start. Mike noticed that 
all the angels without bands had flown off the main cloud and were scat- 
tered about on little clouds nearby to watch the party. 
* 


A golden chariot landed on the cloud. Mike saw Mary and Joseph 
step smiling down, and with Mary was her Divine Son. Mary sat on the 
throne and all the angels bowed low before Jesus. Slowly and ever so 
reverently, the angels with the black bands moved in a half circle about 
the throne and sang a very beautiful song for Jesus. 

“Those are the guardian angels of souls who have closed their hearts 
to Jesus by mortal sin and have denied Him the adoration He asked of 
them. When He came down to earth last Christmas, they refused to 
acknowledge Him as their Savior and their Little King. So their angels 
are adoring Jesus and offering a hymn in reparation to His Divine 
Majesty for the adoration their human charges denied Him.” 


* 


Then the angels with purple bands formed a cross before the Holy 
Family and recited a prayer very much like the Act of Contrition the 
nuns at St. Mary’s had taught Mike to say each night before he went to 
sleep. 

“Those angels have charge over souls who offend Jesus by venial sins 
and refuse to give Him the obedience He has asked of them. Over and 
over each day, they say ‘no’ to the little inspirations of grace He sends 
them—so their angels are offering God an act of contrition in reparation 
for each little no which should have been a yes of obedience to His will.” 

“Did you ever have to wear a purple band because of me?” Mike 
asked anxiously. He knew he had never committed a serious sin, but 
he remembered all the times he had disobeyed his parents and argued 
with his sister and.... 


* 


“No,” his angel smiled. “Since you made your first Communion, I 
have never had to wear a purple or black band. I have never had to offer 
Jesus the adoration or obedience He asked of you.” 

“I’m glad,” Mike said. “But you said Jesus wants three things from 
each one of us: adoration, obedience—and love.” He paused and then 
added slowly, “I don’t think I have ever given Him the love He 
deserves. ...” 

“No, Mike, you haven't,” his angel said. “Jesus has been pleased with 
the sacrifices you have offered Him during the past Advents. But He 
wants more than a simple recognition of His Majesty and an indifferent 
obedience to the ten commandments. Jesus loves you, and He wants 
your love in return. He wants your heart. Do you think He is pleased 
when you pass by His home in the tabernacle on your way to school and 
never stop in to greet Him? And He waits so patiently for you to think of 
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Him during the day and whisper an act of love to Him or share your 
secrets with Him.” 

Mike felt sorrier than he ever had in his whole life. “But can’t you 
offer Him my love for me? I didn’t know He wanted it so badly.” 

Mike’s guardian angel shook his head. “That is the one thing I can- 
not give Him for you. I can make acts of adoration and obedience for 
you. But I cannot give Jesus something that doesn’t belong to me—that 
belongs only to you. Jesus wants your heart, and only you can give it 
to Him.” 

Mike understood then why his angel could not attend Jesus’ birthday 
party. He had no gift to offer the little Infant. “And the angels with 
the golden bands. ..are they the guardian angels of souls who have given 
Jesus all the love of their hearts?” 

“Yes,” his angel answered, and Mike watched those happy angels 
draw very near the Christ Child. He watched the happy smile that so 
lighted up the Infant’s face, and he determined that next Christmas his 
own angel would be among that happy circle. The colors began to grow 
fuzzy over the big cloud and Mike rubbed his eyes quickly so as not to 
lose one second from that beautiful image. But as he rubbed his eyes, he 
knew somehow that the soft puffy cloud he was sitting on was his own 
bed, and that the birthday party had all been a dream. All the same, it 
did set Mike to some serious thinking, and his mother and dad often 
wondered just what it was that made him so different that Advent. 


PRACTICE: Each morning and evening say the aspiration below as a 
special act of love for Jesus. 


ASPIRATION: Jesus, I give You my heart. Please make it more like 
Yours. 





Let your CANDLE burning before the Blessed 
Sacrament on our altar be your Christmas greet- 
ing to Our Lord and Savior. A large wax candle 
may be burned for a day and a night for an offer- 
ing of 50¢; one week, $3.50; a month, $12.00; 
a year, $144.00. 


Honor the Infant Jesus of Prague with a VIGIL 
LIGHT burning before His Shrine or before the 
relic of the Crib in our Relic Chapel. For an 
offering of 10¢ a vigil light will be burned for 
your intentions. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 





Clyde, Missouri vee 
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Ignorance and indifference in 
regard to the meaning of Holy 
Mass can rob us of its priceless 
treasures altogether. But true 
knowledge can help us to partic- 
ipate in its sacred mysteries 
more deeply and thus to share 
in its fruits more fully. The fol- 
lowing booklets are rich in such 
vital knowledge. 


KNOW 


TREASURES OF THE MASS 





The living drama of the 
Mass, every prayer and ac- 
tion explained simply but 
clearly with inspiring com- 
mentary that penetrates de- 
voutly into the meaning of 
each. 128 pages, 50¢. 


STUDY CLUB OUTLINE 


—to guide study of the 
above booklet. 10¢ a copy. 


YOUR MASS AND YOU 


Real participation in the 
Mass means uniting with 
Christ in His role as Priest 
offering the sacrifice and as 
the true Victim offered. 
What this means and how it 
can be achieved is told in 
this booklet. 15¢. 
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MASS — 


GOD HIMSELF, 
OUR SACRIFICE 


Thoughts on Holy 
Mass as the renewal of 
Our Lord’s whole life of 
sacrifice, and as a 
means of obtaining the 
grace of repentance and 
remission of venial sins. 
15¢. 


MY DAILY COMPANION 
AT MASS 


Handy _ pocket-size 
booklet, containing 
Ordinary of Mass and 
suitable prayers for 
Proper parts. Revised 
edition has Latin and 
English for dialogue 
Masses. Contains ad- 
ditional prayers for 
confession and Com- 
munion. 15¢. 
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AND PURGATORY costs only 
$2.25) a year and yet it will bring 


ruly Catholic view of life and its 


read and re-read. Lasting value, attractive, something y 
to appreciate and look forward to each month—the idea 
special relative or friend. A gift card will be enclosed with 


issue upon request. 
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